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CABINET HINGE 

The invention pertains to a cabinet hinge according to the 
general concept of claim 1. 
A cabinet hinge was made known by DE 37 11064C2, 

which describes a cabinet hinge that has an adjusting plate, 
whose Slides are guided on a baseplate. A leaf Spring is 
fastened under the adjusting plate. The hinge arm with an 
adjustable connected adjusting plate, as well as the leaf 
Spring, are Slid on the baseplate until the leaf Spring reaches 
a corresponding Stop and, thus, engages the adjusting plate 
on the baseplate. The disadvantage is that the hinges on the 
door (there are at least two hinges) must be pushed and 
engaged into the guides of the baseplate Simultaneously. 
This can be certain conditions a tireSome process. 
Furthermore, the adjusting plate and the Spring plate are 
Separate components, which result in higher production 
COStS. 

The disclosure publication DF-GM 9109 861 reveals a 
cabinet/furniture connector, particularly a hinge arm, that 
has a fastener component which must first be connected to 
the cabinet with plug-in openings and a Second fastener 
component on the hinge arm with plug-in Shanks that point 
forward. There is also a separate Spring element, which is 
fastened on the hinge Side that engages when the Shank is 
pushed into the plug-in openings on the cabinet Side. A 
disadvantage of this cabinet/furniture connector is the long 
distance it must be pushed until it engages. The plug-in 
Shanks project way out So that it becomes difficult to find the 
corresponding plug-in openings during assembly. 

The object of the present invention is based on the task 
of further developing and improving a cabinet hinge of the 
aforementioned type that is easy and simple to assemble and 
install. Another task is to cut down on the individual parts 
needed, which minimizes production costs. 

The present task is Solved by the identifying character 
istics of Patent claim 1. 

The invention is based oil the catch process between the 
adjusting plate and baseplate that releases with pressure on 
the baseplate; whereby, it is preferred that the adjusting plate 
is designed as a partly resilient component or has a Separate 
Spring pawl and has a corresponding catch Shank which 
through pressure on the adjusting plate by Some Suitable 
means, forces sliding motion of the adjusting plate relative 
to the baseplate, that engages in the corresponding catch 
nose projection of the baseplate, So that the resilient part of 
the adjusting plate Secures the connection against further 
shifting. 

Other advantageous embodiments and modifications of 
the invention are objects of the claims below. 

The necessary shifting movement of the adjusting plate 
for the catch is achieved with the aid of the Slanted gliding 
Surfaces that glide along the adjusting plate with exerted 
preSSure So that the adjusting plate's catch Shank engages 
with the catch nose projection of the baseplate. It is of minor 
importance where these Slanted gliding Surfaces are located 
be it on the adjusting plate and/or the baseplate, on the catch 
Shanks and/or the catch nose projections or other Suitable 
Surfaces of the adjusting plate or the baseplate. 

What is important is that the adjusting plate has a 
resilient component that on the one hand delivers the nec 
essary counter force of the adjusting plate's shifting motion, 
and on the other hand, activates the catch Securing the 
connection against further shifting. The Spring can either be 
a pivotal or Swinging Separate component on the adjusting 
plate, Such as a Sort of Spring pawl or it can be designed as 
one piece with the adjusting plate. 
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2 
This invention prevents the disadvantage of a long “plug 

in distance and the difficult positioning that was previously 
required to connect the hinge components and allows the 
hinge components to be assembled together without these 
problems and guarantees a precise and Snug connection of 
the components with this Snap-on System. The connection 
and automatic catch of the adjusting plate to the baseplate is 
achieved with a simple preSS of the finger. A short effortleSS 
pull of the finger on the resilient element releases the catch 
connection quickly and easily. 

The invention related objectives of the Submitted present 
invention results not only from the matter of the particulars 
in the patent claims, but also the various combinations of the 
individual patent claims. All records, documents and 
evidence, inclusive of the abstract, open and disclosed 
Statements and declarations and indications and features, 
especially those represented embodiments in the drawings, 
will be claimed as fundamental and Significant to the inven 
tion as far as the claims individually or in combinations are 
relative to the position that the technology is new. 

The invention at hand will be explained more precisely 
by the various embodiments shown by the representational 
drawings. Hereby, additional Significant features and advan 
tages of the invention will be concluded from the drawings 
and their descriptions. 

FIG. 1: Shows a longitudinal Section through the hinge; 
FIG. 2: shows a perspective view of the hinge with a 

hinge arm released from the baseplate; 
FIG. 3; shows the vertical section of the adjusting plate; 
FIG. 4: shows the top view of the adjusting plate; 
FIG. 5: shows the side view of the adjusting plate; 
FIG. 6: shows the perspective embodiment of the adjust 

ing plate; 
FIG. 7: shows the vertical section of the baseplate; 
FIG. 8: shows the top view of the baseplate; 
FIG. 9: shows a side view of the baseplate; 
FIG.10: shows the perspective embodiment of the base 

plate; 
FIG. 11: shows the perspective embodiment of the 

adjusting plate and the baseplate in a non-engaged position; 
FIG. 12a: shows the baseplate and adjusting plate in a 

non-engaged position; 
FIG.12b: Shows the baseplate and adjusting plate during 

the engagement process: 
FIG. 12c: Shows the baseplate and adjusting plate in the 

engaged position; FIG. 13: shows a perspective view of the 
baseplate and adjusting plate in a non-engaged position, 

FIG. 14: shows a perspective view of the baseplate and 
adjusting plate in an engaged position. 

In the following the directions utilized are front, back, up 
and down. The up and down indicators correspond to the 
direction up and down on the plane of projection. 

AS is evident in FIG. 1 and 2, the cabinet hinge consists 
basically of a hinge cup (5) that is inserted in the cabinet 
body. The hinge cup (5) is connected with a hinge arm (3) 
by a linkage (4). The hinge arm is fastened to an adjusting 
plate (2), which allows the position of the hinge arm (3) to 
be adjusted. In order to fasten the baseplate (1) to a cabinet/ 
furniture door, the adjusting plate (2) can, relative to the 
invention, be Snapped on So that the cabinet/furniture door 
can be connected by the hinge to the cabinet/furniture body. 

FIG. 2 shows a perspective embodiment of the hinge 
whereby, the adjusting plate with the hinge arm (3) is 
released from the baseplate (1). 

FIGS. 3 and 6 represent a possible embodiment of the 
adjusting plate (2). The adjusting plate (2) consists of a 
basically U-shaped bent, long, one piece component made 
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preferably out of metal. A spring clip (6) is made in one 
piece with the adjusting plate and has Shanks in approxi 
mately the center area of the lengthwise Side, which are 
activated and continue towards the back over the end of the 
adjusting plate. There they connect to form a handle (7), 
which is the back end of the Spring clip (6) So that the Spring 
clip (6) can be operated by hand. 

In the back area of the adjusting plate (2), close to the 
handle (7), shanks (9) are formed, which point somewhat 
towards the back. The upper slanted side of the shank (9) 
forms a bearing Surface (10) that ends with a rounded edge 
(3). On the underside of the shank (9) is a slanted gliding 
Surface (25) that runs somewhat parallel to the bearing 
surface (10). 

On the opposite end more U-shaped Shanks (8) are 
formed from the side walls of the adjusting plate. The shanks 
can link the adjusting plate (2) to the baseplate (1) and will 
be described more closely below. 

The adjusting plate also has an elongated slot (11) and a 
bore hole formed in the bearing surface (12) for the adjust 
able fastening of the hinge arm (3). 

FIGS. 7 to 10 show a possible embodiment of the 
baseplate (1). The baseplate (1) is fastened directly or by 
means of fastening flanges (20) to a cabinet/furniture door. 
It (the baseplate) is somewhat rectangular in shape and has 
projections (14) on the front end, which can be engaged by 
the hook-shaped shanks (8) of the adjusting plate (2). On the 
opposite end there are catch nose projections (16) that point 
Somewhat Slanted, upwardly and towards the front. Below, 
in the engaged position, these catch nose projections engage 
the shanks (9) of the adjusting plate (2). The catch nose 
projections (16) have two upper Slanted gliding Surfaces (17, 
18) and a Somewhat vertical lower bearing Surface (19). 
There is another horizontal bearing surface (15) somewhat 
in the center area of the baseplate (1), whose bearing Surface 
(15) ends on one side with a rounded edge (24). 

FIG. 11 shows the first steps perspective embodiment of 
the connection of the adjusting plate (2) with the baseplate 
(1). The hook-shaped shanks (8) of the adjusting plate (2) 
link to the projections (14) of the baseplate by sliding the 
adjusting plate (2) on the baseplate. 

FIGS. 12a through 12c show the rest of the catching 
engagement process in more detail. 

The adjusting plate is already linked by its Shanks (8) to 
the baseplate (1). Now by manually pressing from above on 
the bearing Surface (12) of the adjusting plate (not, however, 
on the Spring clips handle) in the direction (21) downward 
(FIG. 12a). Then the rounded edge (13) of the adjusting 
plate's shanks (9) glides front/down on the slanted surfaces 
(17) of the catch nose projection (16) on the baseplate's side, 
and the adjusting plate (2) moves a little forward in the 
direction (22) because of the slanted gliding motion (FIG. 
12b). The Spring clip (6) is on the upper area of the catch 
nose projections (16) Surfaces (18) and stays there because 
of the Spring's characteristics during the down/forward 
movement of the adjusting plates (2) remaining compo 
nents. When the edge (13) reaches the lower end of the 
gliding Surface (17), the gliding motion of the adjusting plate 
(2) reverses. The Spring clip (6) then forces a certain counter 
preSSure or resistance on the adjusting plate until it over 
comes the lower edge of the first gliding Surface (17) and 
reverses its direction of motion. 

As a result it follows that only the adjusting plates (2) 
Slanted lower gliding Surface (25) ends up resting on the 
rounded edge (24) of the baseplate (1) and glides along this 
So that the adjusting plate (2) has an opposing horizontal 
movement towards the back in direction (23). Then the 
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4 
adjusting plates (2) Shank (9) Slips under the catch nose 
projection (16) of the baseplate (1) and rests with its bearing 
Surface (10) on the corresponding lower Surfaces of the 
catch nose projection (16) (FIG. 12c). At the same time the 
Spring clip glides downward along the Slanted Sliding Sur 
face (18) of the catch nose projection (16) and rests finally 
on the vertical bearing surface (19) of the catch nose 
projection (16). 

Now the adjusting plate and the baseplate are engaged 
with each other. 

FIGS. 13 and 14 are perspective embodiments of the 
adjusting plate and the baseplate in a non-engaged and in an 
engaged position. One can See clearly how they work 
together and the positions for the "catching” or engaging 
processes relevant components. 

It is important that the Spring clip (6) only Secures against 
a horizontal shifting forward, but apart from that, must not 
be involved in lifting forces. 
We claim: 
1. Cabinet hinge comprising a hinge arm, an adjusting 

plate, and a fastening baseplate, the hinge arm having one 
end fastened on a hinge cup, and another end connected to 
one Side of the adjusting plate, the adjusting plate also 
having an opposite Side which engages the fastening base 
plate through a Snap-on connection Secured by a resilient 
component member of the adjusting plate, wherein the hinge 
arm can be slidably adjusted by means of the adjusting plate, 
and wherein the adjusting plate engages the fastening base 
plate by means of a plurality of hook-shaped Shanks formed 
on the adjusting plate and disposed toward the Side of the 
adjusting plate which engages the fastening baseplate, and 
wherein a force applied to the Side of the adjusting plate 
which is connected to the hinge arm produces a forced 
sliding motion of the adjusting plate relative to the fastening 
baseplate Such that at least one of the hook-shaped Shanks 
engages a corresponding at least one catch nose projection 
of the fastening baseplate So that the resilient component on 
the adjusting plate Stably Secures the connection between the 
adjusting plate and the fastening baseplate against further 
Sliding motion of the adjusting plate relative to the fastening 
baseplate. 

2. Cabinet hinge, according to claim 1, wherein the 
hook-shaped Shanks point towards the fastening baseplate 
and are formed from the lengthwise Sides of the adjusting 
plate which depend at Substantially right angles from the 
adjusting plate, wherein the hook-shaped Shanks can be 
engaged in corresponding projections of the fastening base 
plate. 

3. Cabinet hinge, according to claim 1, wherein the at 
least one hook-shaped Shank comprises an upper Slanted 
bearing Surface which ends with a rounded edge. 

4. Cabinet hinge, according to claim 3, wherein opposing 
Sides of the at least one hook-shaped Shank comprise the 
upper Slanted bearing Surface and a Slanted gliding Surface, 
wherein the upper Slanted bearing Surface and a Slanted 
gliding Surface are Substantially parallel to each other. 

5. Cabinet hinge, according to claim 4, wherein the 
fastening baseplate has an upper bearing Surface parallel to 
the lengthwise dimension of the adjusting plate which 
contacts the adjusting plate, and wherein the upper bearing 
Surface ends on one side with a rounded edge which slidably 
contacts the Slanted gliding Surface of the at least one 
hook-shaped Shank. 

6. Cabinet hinge, according to claim 1, wherein the at 
least one catch nose projection of the fastening baseplate has 
an upper Slanted gliding Surface which joins an opposite 
running lower bearing Surface at an angle thereby forming a 
rounded edge. 



6,061,872 
S 

7. Cabinet hinge, according to claim 6, wherein the upper 
Slanted gliding Surface of the at least one catch nose pro 
jection of the fastening baseplate first moves the adjusting 
plate in the direction of a hinge attachment to a cabinet body 
during the engaging Snap-on process, and then the Slanted 
gliding Surface of the at least one hook-shaped Shank 
Subsequently moves the adjusting plate the opposite direc 
tion towards the fastening baseplate until the Slanted Surface 
of the at least one hook-shaped Shank of the adjusting plate 
rests on a corresponding Slanted Surface of the fastening 
baseplate So that the resilient component Slides along a 
gliding Surface over the catch nose projection and activates 
Snap-on catch engagement between the resilient component 
and a lower bearing Surface of the catch nose projection 
which is perpendicular to the lengthwise dimension of the 
fastening baseplate. 
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8. Cabinet hinge, according to claim 7, wherein disen 

gagement of the adjusting plate and the fastening baseplate 
is accomplished by lifting the resilient component with a 
finger. 

9. Cabinet hinge, according to claim 1, wherein Said 
resilient component is formed in one piece from the adjust 
ing plate So that it projects towards the fastening baseplate 
as a resilient frame-type border of the adjusting plate. 

10. Cabinet hinge, according to claim 1 wherein the 
adjusting plate has a croSS Section formed Somewhat 
U-shaped and glides lengthwise along the fastening base 
plate during engagement or disengagement of the adjusting 
plate and the fastening baseplate. 


